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BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN FOR CAERPHILLY COUNTY BOROUGH 
FOREWORD 

 
Last year, my fellow cabinet members joined with me in signing the foreword to the council’s 
draft Local Agenda 21 and Sustainability Strategy. In doing so, we accepted a collective 
responsibility for the authority’s commitment to balancing the demands of our society, economy 
and environment. We stated our intention that the authority would work to ensure that 
procedures were adopted to retain the principles of sustainable development at the heart of all 
our policies and plans, and to encourage other organisations and individuals to do the same. 
 
The work leading to the production of this, our Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP), has been 
undertaken as a direct result of that stated intention; but this was not work carried out by the 
council alone, and this is not a plan owned by the council alone. This document was produced as 
the result of a partnership of numerous organisations and individuals, who all gave up their free 
time to work towards its production. 
 
The need to prepare an LBAP in the county borough arose out of growing international concern 
about the loss and degradation of the world’s natural resources, culminating in over 150 
countries, including the UK, signing up to the Convention on Biological Diversity at the Earth 
Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, 1992. This instigated global efforts to halt the further loss of our 
diversity of species and habitats, and is being achieved in the UK through the production and 
implementation of LBAPs. 
 
We are very fortunate; those of us who live in the county borough of Caerphilly see green areas 
at every turn. At work, at home, in the high street, we only have to lift our eyes to see the 
surrounding hills and woods, a magnificent backdrop for any community. Fingers of green reach 
into our towns and villages, along streams and rivers to touch our parks, school grounds and even 
the gardens of our homes. These green fingers are the embodiment of biodiversity. The animals 
and plants sharing the areas close to our living space represent a rich source of the variety of 
life on which we, as an integral part of the world’s biological systems, depend for survival.   
 
As we move through the twenty-first century, these animals and plants will also depend upon us 
for their survival. The actions of the council, and its partners, can have significant effects upon 
the biodiversity of our county borough. We all need to be aware of the value of places that are 
special for wildlife and that these special wildlife places also depend upon the everyday green 
spaces in which we live our daily lives. 
 
I would like to thank all the people who have contributed to the production of Caerphilly county 
borough’s LBAP, council officers, members of organised groups and committed individuals, who 
have been happy to share their expert knowledge. The conservation of biodiversity on a global 
scale can be considered a daunting task; this plan is only the start of a process that will develop 
and grow over time. However, by making a commitment locally, through the adoption and 
implementation of our LBAP, we will be making a small, but significant, contribution to the 
achievement of a greater goal. 
 



   CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Acknowledgements 

March 2002 - ii -  Acknowledgements 

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN FOR CAERPHILLY COUNTY BOROUGH 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
This plan was prepared by the 

Caerphilly Biodiversity 
Partnership and published by 

Caerphilly County Borough 
Council, with financial support 

from the Countryside Council for  
Wales. 

 
Thanks to all the members of the Caerphilly Biodiversity 
Partnership for being so enthusiastic and committed. The 
preparation of this plan has relied heavily on the knowledge 
and expertise from many of the partners. In particular, 
those people who convened the various habitat and species 
groups and drafted Habitat Statements and Species Action 
Plans: Martin Anthoney (BC, GWT), Simon Beacham (CCBC 
Parks Services), John Bell (KWT), Richard Clarke (GOS), 
Erica Colkett (CCW), Dave Cooksey (WOWLS), Mike Cullen 
(SWPW), Geri Thomas (GBC, GMRG), Helena Fox (Gwk), 
Simon Greenfield (CMCS), Dai Hale (CMCS), Stan Hanson (Royal Oak river care group), Nicola 
Hawkeswood (GWT), Stuart Huntley (Mynydd Eglwysilan/Meio Brinkers), Ross Jones (CCBC 
Countryside), Roy Jones (GLWT), Teg Jones (EA), Bob Keep (CCBC Education), Peter Lewis 
(Gwk), John Owen (GLWT), Cllr Malcolm Parker (Rhiw 2 Mill river care group), Cllr Ann Parsons 
(ACE), Richard Poole (BTO, DC/WW, S&TA), Theresa Risby (Soroptimists), Judith Smallwood 
(Soroptimists), Richard Smith (BC), Jan Walsh (Gwk), Stan Weston (ACE), Andrew Winslade 
(Caerphilly Anglers), John Edwards, Kenvyn Morgan and Andrea Rowe.  

 
The species action plan illustrations were kindly drawn and donated by Richard Poole. Amy Rose 
from Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhymni designed the Partnership's logo and Adrian Jones (CCBC Design 
Studio) designed the front covers for the LBAP, with assistance from Dave Penberthy. 
 
Thanks to Julia Korn (Wales Biodiversity Group) for commenting on 
the draft, together with Steve Chambers (NAWAD), Justin Cooper 
(CCBC), Allan Dallimore (CCBC), Adrian Fowles (CCW), Vaughan 
Grantham (CCC), Barbara Jones (CCW), Jim Latham (CCW), Jerry 
Lewis (MCC), Jeff Morgan (DC/WW), Rob Nottage (BTO), Nicola 
Sharpe (BGCBC), Sue Steer (GLWT Caerphilly), David Stevens 
(CCW), Chris Tucker (FE), Sian Whitehead (CCW), Cllr Robin 
Woodyatt, Roger Blatchford, Elizabeth Thomas and the Caerphilly Women's Institute. 
 
We are proud to have overseen the production of this plan and wish the Caerphilly Biodiversity 
Partnership every success in implementing it to conserve and enhance local wildlife and habitats. 

      
Melanie Sutherland, Biodiversity Coordinator   Alison Jones, Chair of the 
          Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership



      CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Contents 

* = UK priority habitats and species - iii -          Contents 

CONTENTS FOR VOLUMES 1 AND 2  
 

VOLUME 1 – OVERVIEW AND HABITAT STATEMENTS Pages     
 

PART I - OVERVIEW 
           
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 What is Biodiversity? - - - - - - - 1 
1.2 Loss of Biodiversity - - - - - - - 2 
1.3 Tackling the Problem - - - - - - - 2 
1.3.1 The Global Commitment - - - - - - 2 
1.3.2 The UK Strategy - - - - - - - 3 
1.3.3 Local Action - - - - - - - - 4 
1.3.4 Functions of Local Biodiversity Action Plans - - - - 4 
1.4 Action for the UK - - - - - - - 5 
1.5 Action for Wales - - - - - - - 5 
1.6 Action for Glamorgan and Gwent - - - - - 6 
1.7 Action for Caerphilly County Borough - - - - - 7 
1.8 Partnership Approach and Implementation - - - - 8 
1.8.1 Definition of Lead and Partner Roles - - - - - 8 
1.8.2 Who will use the Caerphilly LBAP? - - - - - 9 
1.9 Sustainable Development - - - - - - 10 
1.9.1 Caerphilly county borough Council's Sustainable Development Policy - 10 
1.9.2 Sustainable Development and Biodiversity - - - - 10 
1.10 Links with Other Plans - - - - - - - 11 

 
2. CAERPHILLY COUNTY BOROUGH'S BIODIVERSITY 

2.1 Location - - - - - - - - 14 
2.2 Biodiversity - - - - - - - - 14 
2.2.1 Habitats and Wildlife - - - - - - - 14 
2.2.2 Local Threats - - - - - - - - 14 
2.2.3 Designated Sites - - - - - - - 14 
2.2.4 Country Parks - - - - - - - - 16 
2.2.5 Nature Reserves - - - - - - - 16 

 
3. GENERAL ISSUES AFFECTING BIODIVERSITY 

3.1 Agriculture and Forestry - - - - - - 19 
3.2 Planning and Development - - - - - - 20 
3.3 Recreation and Tourism - - - - - - 21 
3.4 Freshwater Management - - - - - - 22 
3.5 Minerals - - - - - - - - 22 
3.6 Transport - - - - - - - - 22 
3.7 Climate Change - - - - - - - - 23 
3.8 Awareness - - - - - - - - 23 
3.9 Common Land - - - - - - - - 23 
3.10 Introduced and Invasive Species - - - - - 24 

 
4. STATEMENTS AND ACTION PLANS 

4.1 Selection of Habitats and Species - - - - - 25 



      CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Contents 

* = UK priority habitats and species - iv -          Contents 

4.2 Future Action Plans - - - - - - - 25 
4.3 Linking Habitats and Species - - - - - - 26 
4.4 Framework for Habitat Statements - - - - - 27 
4.5 Format of Species Action Plans - - - - - 28 

 
5. INFORMATION AND DATA - - - - - - - 30 
 
6. MONITORING AND RECORDING 

6.1 The Need for Monitoring and Reporting - - - - 31 
Caerphilly county borough's LBAP report form - - - 32 

 
7. BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS ACTION PLAN 

 7.1 Introduction - - - - - - - - 34
 7.2 Current Action in Caerphilly county borough - - - - 34 

7.3 Objectives - - - - - - - - 36 
7.4 Proposed Actions - - - - - - - 37 
7.4.1 Key Sectors - - - - - - - - 37 
7.4.2 Specific Initiatives - - - - - - - 39 
7.4.3 Monitoring Success - - - - - - - 40 

 
8. APPENDICES 

8.1 Abbreviations - - - - - - - - 41 
8.2 Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership - - - - - 43 
8.3 Table (i): Links between Habitat Statements and Species - - 45 
8.4 Table (ii): Links between Species and Habitats - - - 51 
8.5 Biodiversity Audit - - - - - - - 54 

 8.5.1 Key - - - - - - - - - 54 
8.5.2 Species - - - - - - - - 55 

 8.5.3 Habitats - - - - - - - - 64 
8.6 Volume 1 (Part I and II) References - - - - - 66 
8.7 Further Reading - - - - - - - 71 

 
MAPS 
Map i:   Caerphilly County Borough Area - - - - 15 
Map ii:  Designated Areas in Caerphilly county borough - - 17 
Map iii:  Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) - 18 

 
PART II – HABITAT STATEMENTS 

 
Habitat Statement Index - - - - - - - - (i) 
Framework of Habitat Statements - - - - - - - (ii) 
 
1. WETLANDS - - - - - - - - - 1 

rivers and streams, ponds, fen*, reedbed*, blanket bog*, lowland raised bog*, lakes and reservoirs 
(standing open waters*), swamp, canal 

 
2. DECIDUOUS WOODLANDS - - - - - - - 16 

wet woodland*, upland oak woodland*, upland mixed ash woodland*, lowland beech and yew 
woodland*, lowland wood pasture and parkland* 

 



      CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Contents 

* = UK priority habitats and species - v -          Contents 

3. PLANTED CONIFEROUS WOODLAND - - - - - 25 
 
4. WILDLIFE CORRIDORS - - - - - - - 29 

ancient and/or species-rich hedgerows*, roadside verges, railway lines and cycleways,  
stone walls 
 

5. SPECIES-RICH GRASSLANDS - - - - - - 38 
lowland neutral grassland*, lowland acid grassland*, lowland calcareous grassland*,  
rhos pasture (purple moor-grass and rush pasture)* 

 
6. COMMON LAND - - - - - - - - 49
     
7. FFRIDD/COEDCAE - - - - - - - - 54 
 
8. HEATHLAND - - - - - - - - - 57 

lowland heath*, upland heath* 
 

9. POST-INDUSTRIAL LAND - - - - - - - 62 
naturally revegetated colliery spoil, landscaped colliery spoil, quarries, refuse tips 

 
10. URBAN HABITATS - - - - - - - - 72 

domestic gardens, old buildings, unused urban/industrial land, allotments,  
public parks 

 
PART III - HABITAT MAPS 

 
Maps 1.1 – 1.9  Wetlands - - - - - - - 1 

2.1 – 2.5  Deciduous Woodlands - - - - - - 10 
3.1   Planted Coniferous Woodland - - - - - 14 
4.1 – 4.4 Wildlife Corridors - - - - - - 15 
5.1 – 5.5 Species-Rich Grasslands - - - - - 19 
6.1  Common Land - - - - - - - 24 
7.1  Ffridd/Coedcae - - - - - - 25 
8.1  Heathland - - - - - - - 26 
9.1 – 9.5 Post-Industrial Land - - - - - - 27 
10.1  Urban Habitats - - - - - - 32 

 
VOLUME 2 - SPECIES ACTION PLANS   Pages      
 
Species Action Plan Index - - - - - - - - (i) 
Format of Species Action Plans - - - - - - - (ii) 
Species Action Plan Issue Record Card - - - - - - (iii) 
 
1.  AMPHIBIANS 

Amphibians (common frog, common toad, palmate newt, smooth newt) - - - 1 
Great-crested Newt* - - - - - - - - 7 

 
2. BIRDS 

Barn Owl - - - - - - - - - 1 
Bullfinch* - - - - - - - - - 7 



      CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Contents 

* = UK priority habitats and species - vi -          Contents 

Buzzard - - - - - - - - - 11 
Curlew - - - - - - - - - - 15 
Goshawk - - - - - - - - - 19 
Green Woodpecker - - - - - - - - 23 
Grey Partridge* - - - - - - - - 27 
House Sparrow - - - - - - - - - 31 
Kestrel - - - - - - - - - - 35 
Lapwing - - - - - - - - - 39 
Linnet* - - - - - - - - - - 45 
Little Owl - - - - - - - - - 49 
Long-eared Owl - - - - - - - - 53 
Nightjar* - - - - - - - - - 57 
Peregrine Falcon - - - - - - - - 63 
Reed Bunting* - - - - - - - - - 67 
Skylark* - - - - - - - - - 71 
Song Thrush* - - - - - - - - - 75 
Spotted Flycatcher* - - - - - - - - 79 
Tree Sparrow* - - - - - - - - - 83 
Wetland Birds (dipper, grey wagtail, kingfisher) - - - - - 87 
Yellowhammer - - - - - - - - - 95 

 
3. FISH 

Native Wild Fish (brook lamprey, brown trout, bullhead, common eel, salmon, sea trout, stone loach,  
three-spined stickleback) - - - - - - - - 1 

 
4. MAMMALS 

Badger - - - - - - - - - - 1 
Bats (brown long-eared, daubentons, greater horseshoe*, lesser horseshoe*, natterers, noctule,  
pipistrelle*, whiskered/brandts) - - - - - - - 5 
Brown Hare* - - - - - - - - - 13 
Dormouse* - - - - - - - - - 17 
European Otter* - - - - - - - - 21 
Water Vole* - - - - - - - - - 25 
Yellow-Necked Mouse - - - - - - - - 29 

 
5. REPTILES 

Adder - - - - - - - - - - 1 
Grass Snake - - - - - - - - - 5 
Slow-worm and Common Lizard - - - - - - - 9 

 
6. BEETLES 
 
7. BEES, WASPS AND ANTS 

Red Wood Ant* - - - - - - - - 1 
 
8. BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 

Bordered Gothic moth* - - - - - - - 1 
Buttoned Snout moth* - - - - - - - - 3 
Double Line moth* - - - - - - - - 5 
High Brown Fritillary* - - - - - - - - 9 



      CCB Biodiversity Action Plan - Contents 

* = UK priority habitats and species - vii -          Contents 

Marsh Fritillary* - - - - - - - - 13 
Other Moths (various species) - - - - - - - 17 
Pearl-Bordered Fritillary* - - - - - - - 21 
Waved Carpet moth* - - - - - - - - 25 

 
9. CRUSTACEA 

White Clawed Crayfish* - - - - - - - 1 
  

10. DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES  
Dragonflies/Damselflies (various species) - - - - - - 1 

 
11. GRASSHOPPERS AND CRICKETS 
 
12. SNAILS AND SLUGS 
 
13. SPIDERS 
 

PLANTS, FUNGI AND LICHEN 
 
14. FUNGI        
 
15. LICHEN AND LIVERWORTS 
 
16. VASCULAR PLANTS 

Bluebell - - - - - - - - - 1 
Common Reed - - - - - - - - - 7 
Cornish Moneywort - - - - - - - - 9 
Cowslip - - - - - - - - - - 13 

Orchids (various species) - - - - - - - - 17 
Yellow Rattle - - - - - - - - - 27 

 
APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1: Abbreviations/Acronyms - - - - - - 1 
Appendix 2: Volume 2 References - - - - - - - 3 
Appendix 2: Wildlife Legislation and Species Status - - - - 7 
 
 


